
Dear Friends,

Recently the family of a 
woman with mental retardation approached us for 
help. The woman, in her mid-50s, had lived with her parents her 
entire life. Her father had passed and now her mother was being placed in a 
nursing home. There would be no one to care for her. A brother had heard 
about LifeCare and contacted me about quickly setting something up for his 
sister. An attorney who is familiar with our program knew how to blend the 
LifeCare plan with the parents’ wishes, set about creating the legal docu-
ments that became the basis of the woman’s LifeCare plan. More information 
was secured from the family about the woman’s medical, dental and therapy 
needs but more importantly, it included what made her life unique – what 
made her happy, what gave her joy.  It went further, too, to include wishes 
made known through her mother’s will such as being buried with the family 
and the funeral director’s name. 

Her siblings, who could not take the woman in, were relieved their sister 
would now have a place to go and that she would be looked after and cared 
for. This family was lucky. When their last parent passes, many persons with 
mental retardation have no family to create a LifeCare plan. Foundation 

for the Retarded offers this service free to current and 
former clients of The Center and at modest fees for 

non-clients. For more information, please contact me 
at 713-525-8482 or rvonmind@cri-usa.org.  I’d be 

happy to send along printed material for you  

to review.  

		  Sincerely,

						    

					     Bob Von Minden
LifeC

are c
lient 

 

Shaundra 
William

s  

and m
e.
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Frequently Called Numbers

Admissions	 713-525-8318

Adult Activity Center 	 713-525-8419

Momentum Industries	 713-525-8303	
    Fullfillment, Packaging, Mailing & Assembly

Caning 	 713-525-8453

Gingersnaps Etc.	 713-525-8468

Donations	 713-525-8484

Gifts In Kind	 713-525-8431

Volunteer Opportunities	 713-525-8431

Community Relations	 713-525-8431

Willow River Farms	 713-525-8300

Cullen Residence Hall	 713-525-8400

Foundation for the Retarded	 713-525-8484

LifeCare 	 713-525-8482

 
The Center held its annual volun-
teer appreciation event on April 21 
at the Cadillac Bar. The following 
individuals were awarded for giving 
100 hours in volunteer services to 
The Center.
 
Abear Elder
Lore Hunter Martin
Maggie Mottesheard
George Motz
 
Eleanor McKissick recieved the 
Lifetime Achievement Award for 
going above and beyond. Her volun-
teer efforts span many, many years. 

to all!

Super!
Volunteers are

Special
Thanks

When long-time 
Center staffer Derby Hirst 
passed away in February, 
clients and friends were 
greatly saddened. Remark-
ably, the Redbud tree 
Derby planted while she 
worked here was in full 
bloom at the time of her 
death. We  realized that 
Derby had planted yet 
another “seed” when we 
were notified she had left 
a generous bequest in her  
will. You will bloom in 
our hearts forever. Thank 
you, Derby.

Derby Remembered

On Your Mark!  
Thank you Houston Bar Association!

Photo by: Kim Coffman

The Houston Bar Association presented the 23rd John J. Eikenburg Law 
Week Fun Run on Saturday, March 29, 2008 at Sam Houston Park downtown 
with proceeds benefiting The Center. This year’s event brought in over $50,000 
for our programs and services! The 8k course is certified, sanctioned by the 
USATF (USA Track & Field) and is an official Spring Series Race of the Hous-
ton Area Road Runners Association. It was timed and scored by ChampionChip 
Electronic Timing System and included a one-mile children’s run and a non-com-
petitive one-mile family walk. The awards, which are by age group and team cat-
egories, were framed hand-painted scenes made by clients of The Center. Center 
clients operated a water station on Allen Parkway and clients both at the Park 
and along the route cheered runners on. It was hot and muggy but a lot of fun!
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MOMENTUM INDUSTRIES
Let us work for you

Full Range Bulk Mail Services: Collating, folding, inserting, 
tabbing, postage and post office preparation.

Landscape Services:  Building flower beds, gardens, ponds, 
mowing, edging, weeding and clearing beds and debris.

Call 713-525-8303

Derby Remembered Ice Cream Sunday
This year’s Ice Cream Sunday 

was held on April 27th at Autry 
Park adjacent to Cullen Resi-
dence Hall on our West Dallas 
campus. Rain threatened all morn-
ing but our ever-optimistic co-chairs said the 
show will go on! Good call on their part because families 
poured in by the hundreds, playing on the inflatables, visiting 
the petting zoo, climbing the rock wall and singing karaoke till 
we had to close! Huge thanks go out to volunteers from El Paso 
Corporation, National Charity League, Laurie Allen and Ann 
Shepherd; co-chairs Angie Hollaway, Jennifer Martinez and Enid 
Cleland; and, Major Underwriters Kristi and John Schiller. 

Thanks to the many friends and family and supporters of 
The Center who helped us raise over $50,000 for programs and 
services! We couldn’t have done it without all of you!

Gingersnaps, Etc.
On the road!

Gingersnaps, Etc.
On the road!

EVERY SATURDAY  From 8 a.m. to Noon 
Midtown Market 

T’afia Restaurant, Travis and Alabama 
Urban Harvest Market 

Eastside Street, between Alabama and Richmond

SEPTEMBER ‘08

26	 Nottingham Club 
	 700 N. Kirkwood

OCTOBER ‘08

11-12	 Katy Rice Festival – Katy Texas

14	 Forest Club (Members) 
	 9950 Memorial Dr.

19-20	 Lakeside Country Club (Members) 
	 100 Wilcrest Dr.

22-23	 St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
	 San Felipe and Sage Road

27-29	 Memorial Drive Methodist Church 
	 12955 Memorial Dr. 

NOVEMBER ‘08

2-3	 River Oaks Country Club (Members) 
	 1600 River Oaks Blvd.

8	 NovemberFest 
	 Willow River Farms – San Felipe, Texas

12-16	 Nutcracker Market 
	 Reliant Center

DECEMBER ‘08

1-3	 Houston Country Club (Members) 
	 1 Potomac Dr.

7	 Holy Rosary Church 
	 3617 Milam

9	 Braeburn Country Club (Members)  
	 8101 Bissonnet

WHOLE FOODS STORES 
November and December

Teeny-tiny karaoke singer 
Ellie Bos in a trés chic  
hamburger hat.

The rockwall for kids and 
adults was a huge hit! 

Co-chairs Enid Cleland, 
Angie Hollaway and  
Jennifer Martinez. 



Page 4 The Center Serving Persons with Mental Retardation    713-525-8400

When client  
services turn  
Super Fun  
for everyone!

April 27	 Mardi Gras Cullen Style  
Mardi Gras colors were on display when 
Best Buddies from the University of St. 
Thomas visited Cullen to make this carnival 
celebration special for Cullen residents. The 
Best Buddies did lots of face painting along 
with other fun activities that filled the day.

May 06	 ATES vs. AAC Basketball Game 
The game was held outside in front on the 
West Dallas campus. Clients cheered on 
their teams of staff from the Adult Training 
and Employment Services department and 
the Adult Activity Center. 

May 30	 Cullen Star Search 
A talent show took place in the lobby of 
Cullen Residence Hall. Residents  
showcased a variety of talents which  
included singing, dancing and more!

May 31	 WRF Block Party 
Willow River Farms hosted a friendly gather-
ing. Neighbors from Brookwood Community 
Center and The Center’s Cullen Residence 
Hall attended. 

June 19 	 West Houston Church of 
	 Christ Works with Smiles 
A vibrant and ready-to-work youth group 
from West Houston Church of Christ vol-
unteered at The Center. They helped out 
in the ATES’ work center and played bingo 
with our residents at Young at Heart.

Super!

April 27

May 06

May 30
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May 31

June 19

fun!
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New Way to Give 
We’ve made it easier to make a  

contribution to The Center or to 

make your special event reserva-

tion. A new dropdown menu lets you 

choose the specific program, project 

or party you’d like to give to. It even 

gives you the option to let us decide!  

www.TheCenterHouston.org

Want Ads
teachers or assistants

In search of loving sunday school, re-

ligious school and early elementary 

school teachers or assistants to ad-

vise our staff about games and activi-

ties that might be adapted for use by 

persons with mental retardation. By 

phone, by email or in person, we’re 

looking for some sweethearts who 

can help us keep our growing popula-

tion stimulated, engaged and happy.  

Contact Vanessa Sims  713-525-8325.

New and used board games

For young ages. Put your Candy-

Land or Mousetrap back into circu-

lation for our clients. Also looking for 

new or used Lincoln Logs and Legos 

— lots and lots of Legos — all sizes, 

all colors. Wooden puzzles with big 

pieces would be greatly appreciated 

and pegboard games where pegs 

are matched to the color of the hole 

would be wonderful tools to teach 

colors and hand/eye coordination. 

Contact Vanessa Sims  713-525-8325

Foundation for the Retarded president David Baldwin accepted a check 
for $2,500 from the Houston Jewish Community Foundation. The funds were 
secured on behalf of clients of the Jewish faith who reside at The Center. 

We are most grateful for this first-time grant and hope it is the beginning 
of a long-time friendship with the Houston Jewish Community Foundation. 

(l to r) Foundation for the Retarded’s president David Baldwin and executive director Debra 
Collins, Houston Jewish Community Foundation’s executive director Roberta Herman and direc-
tor planning and allocations Barb Bratter.

Residents of Jewish Faith have  
a new friend!

Always 
generous 
chi omega

Board member and Chi 
Omega alum Joni Fichter 
presents a check for $15,000 to 
The Center’s Board of Gover-
nor’s president Jack Manning. 
Chi Omega – thank you!  

You are terrific!  



Page 7www.TheCenterHouston.org

American Express Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Anderson
Estate of Johnnie Mae Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Armbrust
Mr. and Mrs. Kit Ashby
Mr. and Mrs. Muhammed Asif
Baker Botts, L.L.P.
Baker Hughes Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Baldwin
Mr. and Mrs. Beth Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bayouth
Ms. Kathleen Beauford
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Belcher
Ms. Gayle Benevides
Mr. Markley Berg
Ms. Monica B. Bickers
Mr. Steve Birdsong
Mrs. Claire Black
Col. and Mrs. William J. Blythe, Sr.
Mr. Norman A. Bock
BP Fabric of American Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bres
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Brown, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Burd, Jr.
Dr. Ian J. Butler
Chi Omega Alumnae of Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Cleland
Ms. Audrey N. Codnere
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Cokinos
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Connally
Ms. Janet Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Cornett
Mr. Shaw Cranfield
Ms. Elizabeth Cruz
Mr. and Mrs. Kendale E. Dardis
Ms. Christina Daw
Andrew Delaney Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Dickerson
DLA Piper US LLP
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Edwards
El Paso Energy International Corp.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Kelly Elliott
Ms. Jennifer Elliott
Energy XXI
ExxonMobil Foundation
Mr. Nels F. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ferber
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Fikes
Mr. Frank Filice
First Data Foundation
Mrs. Lori Flowers
Mrs. Barbara Fosdick
Mr. and Mrs. Joe B. Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Bill R. Frazer
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Frazier
Mr. Rodney Futch
George & Mary Josephine Hamman  
     Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Giesler
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy P. Gillette
Gingersnaps ETC.
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Grace
Ms. Evelyn M. Granaham
Greenwood King Properties
Mr. and Mrs. Victor E. Grijalva, Sr.
Mrs. Jo A. Gullion
Hackett Family Foundation
Ms. Sarah S. Hall

Contributions to Foundation for the Retarded and The Center 
March 16 through June 30, 2008

Halliburton - World Reach, Inc.
Hearts-Hands for Service Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Daniel Helm
Mr. and Mrs. Beau Herrold
Mrs. Linda D. Hill
Estate of Derby Q. Hirst
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph H. Holmes, IV
Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Horne
Houston Jewish Community Foundation
InduMar Products, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Darren Inoff
Ms. Harriette Jackler
Ms. Janet Jeanes
Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Keeshen
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Kirby
KPMG, LLP
Kroger Food Stores
Ms. Marcy E. Kurtz
Mr. Jack J. Langlois
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Lansford
Ms. Alecia Lawyer
Mr. and Mrs. W. Gentry Lee, Jr.
Ms. Tina Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Linbeck, III
Ms. Courtney Lippincott
Locke, Lord, Bissell Liddell & LLP
Mrs. Carolyn Lowe
Mr. David Madden
Ms. Annie Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Martinez
Ms. Melanie S. Masek
Mr. and Mrs. John Massey
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Matthews
Mrs. Isabelle J. Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. McGray
Mr. and Mrs. T. H. McGregor
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Mintz
Mrs. Marilyn Morgan
Mrs. Suzanne K. Morris
Mr. Rex Moser
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Moxley
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Nemzin
Mr. Randy Newcomer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Marcus Noland
Mr. Austin O’Toole
Mr. and Mrs. Don Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Panus
Mrs. Dorothy T. Parker
Pedernales Energy, LLC
Pedernales Production LP
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Poe
Mr. and Mrs. Jebediah L. Putzier
Mr. James Rich
Mr. and Mrs. Randall S. Riepe
Ms. Lorriaine Rimlinger
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Rosenthal
Mrs. Ellin Royds
Dr. Lisa Santos
Ms. Stephanie B. Sauer
Mr. and Mrs. David Schorlemer
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Schott
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Schumacher

Mrs. H. Irvine Schweppe, Jr.
Ms. Martha A. Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Shubnell
Ms. Andrea Sitterle
Mr. and Mrs. Barney G. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Soper
Mr. and Mrs. James Spackman
Mr. Gary Stefaniak
Strake Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Sullivan, III
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph O. Susholtz
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Susholtz
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Terrell
The Albert & Ethel Herzstein  
     Charitable Foundation
The Brown Foundation
The Clayton Fund, Inc. 
The Earl W. and Hazel C. Pierson  
     Foundation
The Junior League of Houston Inc.
The Ralph A. Johnston Foundation, Inc.
The Simmons Foundation
Mr. John M. Tigerman
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Townsend
Union Bank of California, N.A.
Mrs. Guadalupe G. Vasquez
Walmart Store # 772
Mr. Mark Wanamaker
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Weingeist
Ms. Shobha S. Wenger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Werner
Mr. and Mrs. Gail T. Whitcomb
Mrs. Veronica Wilkins
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Williams
Ms. Melanie Worthington
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Wulfe
Ms. Roberta M. Yellin
Mr. and Mrs. Yip Yu

In Memory Of

Harry Abel 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee

Sing Boddie 
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Buchanan

Margaret Borreca 
Education Law Associatoin 
Ms. Barbara Blank 
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Frels 
Ms. Jane Lux 
Ms. Marcella Rayne 
Mrs. Lillian Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Koch

John Burns 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee

George W. Clayton 
Mr. Albert Goetz

Jane Clayton 
Mr. Albert Goetz

Lorene M. Cox 
Ms. Madora A. Brooks 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Morgan 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe V. Neeper 
Mr. and Mrs. John Rebman 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Thomas 
Mr. and Mrs. George Sylvester

Frances Crow 
Mr. and Mrs. George Sylvester

Linda Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Way

Derby Q. Hirst 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Jacobson

Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Knapp 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Schumacher

Irv W. Marks 
Ms. Jerry Johnston Andrew

Don F. McMillian 
Ms. Jerry Johnston Andrew

Juana M. Oliva 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee

Maria C. Pablos 
Skylark Dental Porcelain 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Coffey 
Mr. James A. Gewecke 
Ms. Basile P. Goungetas 
Mr. Willy Kuehn 
Mr. John Lamprecht 
Mr. Michael Menditto 
Mr. Eric Roberts 
Mr. Damon T. Wei 
Mr. Zhijihng Zhu

Lila Pendry 
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Smith

Amada Peniche 
Ms. Marianna Grenadier

Abe Rosenzweig 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rosenzweig

Eli Schaffer 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee

Estella Schmidt 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles N. Pegelow

Klaus Schumacher 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee

Jeffrey Scott 
Mr. Richard Keever

Richard Stodder 
Richard Stodder Charitable Foundation

Oliver Stork 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin J. Suchicki 
James A. Schmidt

J. Alan Stranford 
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Smith

In Honor Of

Charles P. Armstrong 
Mrs. James Armstrong

Alison Bailey 
Open Hands Foundation

Jane Cahill & Mike West 
Mr. Matthew A. Dekovich

Henry Gonzalez 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan C. Cannon

Professor Hans-Heinrich Otte 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Z. Lee 
Mrs. Molly Ann Kaplan 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Williamson

Douglas Noland 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil W. Briggs

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher E. Swiedler 
Ms. Rebecca Aubin

Adrian Windle 
Ms. Diane Jines
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Unique new sponsorship opportunities!  
All new bike route!  

www.MetricCenturyNovemberFest.org

Volunteers needed for set up on Friday, November 7 

and at the event on Saturday.

Call Cindy at 713-525-8484 or send her an email  

at crodriguez@cri-usa.org.  

Saturday, November 8, 2008    
Willow River Farms

Support The Center while you shop! 
Thanks to all of you who shop at Kroger and use your Kroger Plus 

Card. They have changed the system a little to help them sort through 
contributions more easily and ensure prompt delivery of our contribu-
tion checks! Simply clip the barcode provided here and present it to 
your Kroger cashier upon checkout. If you forget to clip it, go to www.
krogerneighbortoneighbor.com, search for us under Foundation for 
the Retarded and print the barcode. A one-time visit is all it takes and 
you’re back in the business of shopping for The Center!  


